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Dr. Areti Damala is Senior Researcher at the Department of Collections and the Department of
Museum Education of the Musée des Arts et Métiers (the French national museum of the history
of science and technology), in Paris, France. She is also a member of the DICEN-IDF research
laboratory. Her research interests lie at the cross-section of Digital Humanities, Digital Heritage,
Experience Desigh, Museum, Visitor and Gender Studies. Initially trained as an archaeologist
(University of loannina), she worked as a museum educator and as a digital media curator for
the Cultural Centre of the City of Athens, the Hellenic Ministry of Culture, the History of
Architecture Laboratory of the National Technical University in Athens, and the Medieval Studies
Department of the University of Athens. She then obtained an MPhil in Information Systems and
Cultural Heritage Management (University of Crete), working on an early version of the CIDOC
model. Her PhD research focused on Mobile Augmented Reality as a mean for navigation,
orientation, learning and meaning making in Cultural Heritage contexts, with an emphasis on
museums and other informal learning environments. She carried out post-doctoral research in
France and the UK, before getting appointed as a fixed-term Lecturer at the Digital Humanities
Department of the University Paris 8 (Université Paris 8, Vincennes-Saint-Denis). Other
supervising and teaching appointments were carried out at the University Paris 12 (Université
Paris 12, Paris-Est Créteil) and the University Paris 1 (Université Paris 1, Panthéon-Sorbonne) in
France, the Hellenic Open University in Greece, and the University of Strathclyde, in Glasgow,
UK.

Member of the International Council of Museums since 2003, she is the coordinator of the
Special Interest Group “Learning and Engaging Digitally”, supported by the Cultural Education
and Cultural Action Committee of the International Council of Museums (ICOM-CECA). Dr.
Damala is also a member of the editorial board of the “Virtual Archaeology Review” of the
Polytechnic University of Valencia and of the ACM JOCCH, Journal of Computing in Cultural
Heritage. Member of the Greek Chapter of the ACM-W (ACM's Council on Women in Computing)
and the associations “Femmes et Sciences” (France) and “Mothers in Science” (Belgium), she
is also member of the Management Committee of the EU COST action “Voices: Making Young
Researchers Voices Heard for Gender Equality” and a mentor for the Hellenic organisation
“Women onTop”.
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